Social Enterprise steps in to keep kids learning after school burns down.
Following the devastating fire that broke out on 6 April at Hatcham Temple Grove Primary School in New Cross, South London the school was faced with an impossible dilemma:  with less than a week to do it how could they get the school back up and running ready for 300 children to come back to after the Easter break?

They very quickly identified an empty building that would e suitable but that left them just 4 days to source the furniture and equipment needed for 300 children and their teachers.

At this point a social enterprise called Green-Works stepped in and working almost day and night found in excess of 900 items of furniture including 370 chairs, 30 bookcases made from recycled material and even a medical couch!
The school, part of the well known Haberdashers Federation, was undergoing a complete refurbishment when it was completely burnt out and all the furniture and equipment was lost.  It needed to create from scratch a new school as quickly as possible and for the minimum cost. The school needed everything from clocks, whiteboards and bins to storage units, tables and chairs to furnish 16 classrooms including a nursery and specialist ITC rooms, 6 offices, the staff room and a reception area. 
Green-Works has a network of depots across the country and had to draw on all these resources to meet the order.
Green-Works employs a large number of people who have been unemployed for some time and Alan Elliot said “After being un-employed for 6 months I was really proud to have played a part in helping this school, which is a really worth while cause.” 

Nick Lewis the Facilities Manager for the Federation said “We were in a very difficult situation and Green-Works went a significant way to assist with our immediate needs and the short term recovery following the devastating fire at our New Cross primary school premises last week.”
Colin Crooks CEO for Green-Works said this is one of our proudest achievements – we were set up precisely to help schools and charities with tough requirements and low budgets.  To think that the children won’t miss a day of school as a result of our efforts makes all our efforts worthwhile.

Nick Lewis Federation Facilities Manager 020 7652 9503
Colin Crooks CEO Green-Works  07961 117593

www.green-works.co.uk
Green-Works is a social enterprise set up in 2000 to recycle and reuse redundant office and school furniture.  It also trains and employs dozens of people from backgrounds of long term unemployment
